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Margaret and Margarita 
By Lynn Reiser 

 
Margaret speaks English and not Spanish.  Margarita speaks Spanish and 
not English.  What will happen when they meet?  This colorful bilingual 
book brings two little girls together as they set out to meet each other and 
become friends. 

Discussion 
 
After reading Margaret and Margarita, discuss with your child the friendship that was 
built between the two girls.  How were they alike, and how were they different?  Did they 
have a favorite toy?  What is your child’s favorite toy?  Does your child know someone 
that speaks another language?  Talk about it if they do. 
 

Activities 
 
 
• Friendship Book 

Using real photographs or pictures your child has drawn, you and 
your child can create a friendship book.  As you fill in the pages, ask 
your child what they like best about their friend (or relative) and 
write their words on the pictures.  This book will be filled with long 
lasting memories for your child.  

 
• Making Friends 

Encourage your child to cooperate by introducing an activity that 
takes two.  Give each child a responsibility and explain to them that 
two friends will work together to get the job done!  Example: taking 
turns with a wagon; one rides, one pulls. 
 

 
• Friendship Necklaces 

Using items you can find around the house, string together friendship necklaces. 
Example:  macaroni, buttons, construction paper, beads, empty thread spools etc. 
OR Make eatable necklaces using cereal, marshmallows, candy, dried fruit etc. 

 
Homemade Bead Clay 
¾ cup flour     
½cup salt 
½ cup cornstarch     
Warm water 
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Mix flour, salt and cornstarch in bowl.  Add warm water slowly until dough starts to 
clump together.  Knead into a large ball.  Dries very hard in 48 hours.  Keeps at least 
4 weeks refrigerated.  To make beads, roll small balls of dough and pierce with a 
toothpick.  Paint and string dry beads to make necklaces. 

 
• We Are Alike/We Are Different 

Discuss with your child the different ways he or she is alike or different from their 
friends or other family members. Help them discover characteristics they have in 
common.  Suggest things that cannot be seen such as skills, favorite foods, number 
of people in their family, and so on. 

 
 

Other Books for Children: 
We Are Best Friends by Aliki 

A Friend Can Help by T. Berger 
Corduroy by Don Freeman 

The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins 
Best Friends by Steven Kellogg 

Amos and Boris by William Steig 
*Don’t forget to visit your local library!!!* 

 
Books for Parents: 

The Whole Child by J. Hendrick 
Children’s Friendships by Z. Rubin 

Helping Kids Make Friends by S. Stockings. 
The Shy Child  by P. Zimbardo 

 
 

Watch Mister Roger’s Neighborhood program # 1510; Friends- friendship is 
important for caring and fun. 

 


	Family Activity Ideas
	Ready to Read
	
	
	
	
	
	Margaret and Margarita

	By Lynn Reiser
	
	Discussion




	Activities


	Friendship Book



