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I See a Song 

by Eric Carle 
 
Dancing Colors and images invite young imaginations to soar.  
When the musician plays his violin, a world of shapes and color 
swirls into life.  Eric Carle has designed this unique book to 
stimulate children’s artistic sensibilities.  Ages 3-6. 
 

Discussion 
 
Before reading, I See a Song ask your child what they think the book will be about.  Who is 
on the cover? What is the person doing?  What is he holding?  Would your child know what 
instrument he is playing?  While reading the book, ask your child to point out the colors 
that are being created by the music.  What other instruments might be used to create these 
feelings?  

 

Activities 
 

• Seagulls  
 

Materials Needed: white paper, blunt-nosed scissors, string, tape or stapler, music 
 
See if the children can cut or tear white paper into shapes that 
could represent seagulls.  Any kinds of shapes will do. Using 
tape or staples, fasten strings to the seagulls so the children 
can make them fly.  See what different kinds of music you can 
find on the radio, and encourage the children to move the 
seagulls with the music.  Some children may want to pretend 
to be seagulls themselves and move their whole bodies with 
the music.  What other birds or animals might they pretend to 
be?  Ending this activity with soft music can help the children 
get the sense of real seagulls flying in a calm sky. This activity 
can help children express feelings through music, movement and dance, and help to 
develop their imaginations. 
 
- Mister Rogers’ Plan & Play Book #1264      
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• Draw a Song  
 

Materials Needed: markers, crayons, paper, music. 
 

The children may be able to help you choose the music they 
want to draw to Encourage them to “draw a song,” showing 
how the music makes them feel or what the music makes 
them think of.  Everyone has a special way of reacting to 
music, so each picture will be different.  The children might 
want to find other ways to respond to music.  They could; 
make up a dance, put words to music; finger-paint to 

music; pound clay or modeling dough in rhythm to the music.  When the activity is 
over, some children may enjoy sitting quietly- just listening to the music. 
This activity can help children express feelings through artwork and through music.   
 
- Mister Rogers’ Plan & Play Book- #1105 

 
 

• Recommended Video:  Clap Your Hands 
 
12 minutes;  Produced by KNB Productions 
Order Number: PRE-K 0001 
 
This video shows parents creative and fun things they can do with their 3 to 6 year old 
children to help them grow developmentally – and have a great time together.  Fun 
scenes show the importance of physical activity and illustrate to parents how gross 
motor skills are enhanced by physical play in the park or at home.  A multitude of 
inexpensive activities that encourage fine motor skills are shown.  Parents will get great 
ideas on how to help language development by reading and by encouraging children to 
speak and ask questions.  Learning to share and work well with other children is 
emphasized in the many activities shown.   
 
For information on borrowing this video please call KidTV on VIZ PREP at (216) 398-
2800. 

 
 
 

Other Books for Children  
Zin, Zin, Zin a Violin by Lloyd Moss 

Ben’s Trumpet by Rachel Isadora 
Clap Your Hands by Lorinda Bryan Cauley 

*Don’t forget to visit your local library!!!* 
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